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December 18, 2025 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
Peace be with you. 
 
Today, December 18, 2025, it was officially announced that I will be installed as the 11th 
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of New York on Friday, February 6, 2026. 
 
I want to begin by expressing my heartfelt gratitude to Pope Leo XIV for this appointment. 
Growing up in the south suburbs of Chicago, just a stone’s throw from where he grew up, and 
having spent part of my priesthood in missionary work in Latin America, I feel a deep 
connection to him. His leadership is a guiding light for me, and I accept this new role with 
humility and an open heart. 
 
I am also grateful to Cardinal Christophe Pierre, our apostolic nuncio, for his trust. When he 
called to share this news, I told him I simply wish to do God’s will. Receiving his phone call on the 
feast of Saint Juan Diego is a reminder that sometimes God calls us to things that feel beyond us, 
but with grace and faith, we can answer yes. 
 
I also want to offer a heartfelt thank you to Cardinal Timothy Dolan for his more than 17 years of 
leadership in New York. I have been touched by his gracious support and encouragement. 
 
These past five years in Joliet have been a true blessing for me. I have felt grateful, happy, and 
deeply blessed to serve as your bishop. Together we have catechized, evangelized, and put our 
faith into action. The relationships we have built, the faith we have shared, and the journey we 
have walked together are treasures I will carry with me to New York. 
 
As you continue to read, share, and embrace my pastoral letter, “MAKE,” I ask you to let it keep 
guiding you. Please do not let it sit on a shelf, gathering dust. Instead, continue to implement it as 
a living, breathing call to be disciples who MAKE disciples. 
 
I have much to learn in New York, and I will serve there as I have served here, with all my heart. I 
trust in God’s will and count on your prayers. Know that as you pray for me, I am praying for 
you, with immense gratitude and love. 
 
With good wishes, may God bless you this Advent season as we prepare for the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. 
 
 
As I remain -- 
Sincerely Yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks 

 
 
 

 
 Bishop of the Diocese of Joliet and Archbishop designate of the Archdiocese of New York 
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PRAYWITHUS

MASS INTENTIONS THISWEEK

Saturday, December 27
4:30 pm + Philip R. Murray

Sunday, December 28– The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph

8:00 am People of Holy Spirit Catholic Church
9:30 am + Dennis Kazmierczak
11:00 am + Deceased Members of the Buciak Family

Monday, December 29– St. Thomas Becket
9:00 am + Jonathan Trevino

Tuesday, December 30
9:00 am + Samuel J. Demkoski

Wednesday, December 31
Mass for the Solemnity ofMary,

Mother of God
4:30 pm Intention of Celebrant

Thursday, January 1– Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

9:30 am People of Holy Spirit Catholic Church

• There will be no Adoration aǍer
9amMass on Tuesday, Dec. 30th.

• The Parish Office is closed
through January 2, 2026.

Mass Schedule:

Wednesday,
December 31

4:30 pm (Vigil)

Thursday, January 1

9:30 am

HOLYDAYOFOBLIGATION
SOLEMNITY OF MARY,

THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

At all Masses this weekend, there will be a
consecration to the Holy Family. Let us draw
close to the Holy Family and model our lives

after their example.
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Cleaning out your house?
We are always in need of yarn

to create prayer shawls and
chemo caps, and fleece for
blankets. Donations can be
brought to the front desk of

the Parish Office. Thank you!

Are you in need of prayer?
Please submit your prayer
request at hscc.us/prayer-
request. Our At-Home Prayer
Team and Gathered in Prayer
Group are standing by ready
to pray!

Gathered in Prayer Team:
If your schedule allows you to
attend in person, come join us Thursday
mornings at Holy Spirit beginning at 9:45am.
Each week a new prayer list is provided. The
average time is between 30 to 60 minutes.

At-Home Prayer Team: If you prefer to pray
from the comfort of your own home, please
consider joining our At-Home Prayer Team. Each
Thursday aǎernoon a prayer list of intentions
with suggested prayers will be emailed to you,
giving you the flexibility to pray as your schedule
allows. Visit hscc.us/ministries-volunteering-form
and select the “At-Home Prayer Team” box.
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Saturday, December 28
12:00pm Rosary, Church

Wednesday, December 31
Vigil Mass for Solemnity of Mary at 4:30pm

Thursday, January 1
Mass for Solemnity of Mary at 9:30am

Saturday, January 3
7:00am Men’s Ministry, Multipurpose Room
7:00am That Man is You, Gathering Place
5:30pm Rosary, Narthex

Sunday, January 4
12:00pm Seasoned Spirits, Gathering Place

Monday, January 5
6:00pm K of C Officers’ Mtg, Multipurpose Room

Wednesday, January 7
9:30am Bible Study, Gathering Place
7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church

Thursday, January 8
9:45am Gathered in Prayer, Multipurpose Room
7:00pm Baptism Prep Session, Gathering Place

Saturday, January 10
7:00am Men’s Ministry, Multipurpose Room
7:00am That Man is You, Gathering Place

Sunday, January 11
9:00am OCIA, Multipurpose Room

Wednesday, January 14
9:30am Bible Study, Gathering Place
7:00pm Adult Choir Rehearsal, Church

Thursday, January 15
9:45am Gathered in Prayer, Multipurpose Room

COMINGUPATHOLY SPIRIT
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Holy Spirit hosted the fiǎh night of the Simbang Gabi 
Masses on December 18th. It was a joyous event for the 
community, featuring beautiful music and a children’s 

choir, followed by good food and company. 
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STAFF DIRECTORY

Pastor
Rev. John Sponder
frjohn@hscc.us

Parochial Vicar
Rev. Richard Smith
frsmith@hscc.us

Permanent Deacons
Deacon Eric Alvarez
deaconeric@hscc.us

Deacon Steve Boffa
deaconsteve@hscc.us

Deacon Tim Roberts
deacontim@hscc.us

Deacon Mike Ryba
deaconmike@hscc.us

Music Director
Christina Eubank, ext. 8
ceubank@hscc.us

Adult Choir Director
Debbie Dujsik, ext. 8
ddujsik@hscc.us

Youth Choir Director
Sadie Wynne, ext. 8
swynne@hscc.us

Director of Evangelization
Roberta Balsewicz, ext. 7
rbalsewicz@hscc.us

Religious Education Coordinator Grades K-5
Lauren Nelson, ext. 61
lnelson@hscc.us

Religious Education Coordinator Grades 6-8
Kim Kroeze, ext. 62
kkroeze@hscc.us

Business Manager
Leslie Bejna, ext. 91
lbejna@hscc.us

Director of Parish Life
Danielle Plotke
dplotke@hscc.us

Administrative Assistant
Kathy Mackowiak, ext 92
kmackowiak@hscc.us

Parish Administrative Assistant
Mary Beth Owens, ext. 93
mbowens@hscc.us

Maintenance
Victor Velazquez
maintenance@hscc.us

Consider Electronic Giving!

For information and to select the option that works best
for you, please visit www.hscc.us/donation

• Automatic Debit/Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

• WeShare Online Giving

• Donating Stock

• QR Code (one time or reoccurring offering)

PARISH STEWARDSHIP

It is with grateful hearts that we thank you for your
continued support of the parish!

Monthly Offering #of Donors Nov. 2025

WeShare Online Giving: 153 $13,675

Electronic Funds Transfer: 158 $17,988

Envelopes & Loose Cash: 173 $57,144

Total November Collection: 484 $88,807

Year-to-Date July 1, 2025 - November 30, 2025

Sunday Offering Thru 11/30/25: $409,924

Fiscal Year Budget Thru 11/30/25: $453,200

Surplus (Deficit): ($43,276)

Special Offerings - November 2025

Building & Maintenance Fund: $3,382

Seminarian Education Endowment: $3,323

Campaign for Human Development: $1,085

Giving thanks to God and using our words and actions to
give all glory to God is the foundation of living a
stewardship lifestyle. We were made in God’s image and
likeness, gratitude and generosity is in our DNA. As
beloved sons and daughters of God, we are all part of
God’s family. Using our giǎs to help others is our giǎ back
to God and helps grow the Body of Christ here on earth
and establishes a pathway to Heaven for each of us.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 A
d

v
e

rtis
e

 
B
u
s
in
e
s
s

O
n

lin
e
 a

t D
io

c
e
s
a
n

.c
o

m
/

1
-
8
0
0
-
6
3
3
-
1
1
2
2

1
6
1
9

Get this bulletin emailed to
you every week.

Simply go to

www.DM.CHURCH/1619 ...or scan
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